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COVID-19 therapeutics support DOD 
pandemic response
 FORT DETRICK, Md. – With 
COVID-19 still an ongoing threat around 
the globe, the need for new treatment 
options other than vaccines has risen 
dramatically in order to combat the 
continued surge in new virus cases and 
variants.
 The U.S. Army Medical Materiel 
Agency is helping to protect the 
operational force by distributing several 
new therapeutic options that help 
to lessen the symptoms of mild-to-
moderate cases of COVID-19 and keep 
Soldiers, their families and beneficiaries 
out of the hospital.
 As of early February, roughly 5,500 
doses of therapeutics have been 
shipped to approximately 200 different 
locations outside the United States 
since the start of 2022, according to Liz 
Andrews, deputy director of USAMMA’s 
Distribution Operations Center, or DOC.
 The shipments are going to military 
hospitals, as well as operational units 
throughout the Department of Defense.
 “This is a readiness mission,” 
said Andrews, who added that the 
DOC coordinates distribution efforts 
with Force Health Protection and the 
Defense Logistics Agency. “We’re 
taking care of all operational forces. It’s 
not just the fixed facilities.”
 In addition to vaccine distribution, 
including for COVID-19, influenza, 
anthrax, smallpox and others, the 
DOC works alongside the Department 
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Brendan Harris, a logistics analyst for the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s 
Distribution Operations Center, or DOC, readies doses of COVID-19 vaccine 
for shipment Jan. 26 at Fort Detrick, Maryland. The DOC works closely with the 
Department of Health and Human Services and Defense Health Agency to distribute 
vaccines and COVID-19 therapeutics around the globe to protect the operational 
force. (U.S. Army photo by C.J. Lovelace/Released)
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of Health and Human Services and 
Defense Health Agency to send 
therapeutic products to global DOD 
customers. 
 “Items are in limited quantities 
throughout the country,” DOC Director Lt. 
Col. Todd Reeder said. “As with any limited 
supply, the demand is extremely high.”

 Therapeutics include antiviral 
oral medications and single-dose 
intravenous infusions of monoclonal 
antibody treatments. 
 An antiviral works to block receptors 
so the virus cannot bind to and enter 

other healthy cells, thereby fighting off 
further viral infection. 
 A monoclonal antibody treatment 
works by sending antibodies to seek out 
and attach to the “spike” protein unique 
to the virus that causes COVID-19. 
This blocks its ability to spread to more 
healthy cells. 

 Early effective treatment of any 
disease can help avert progression 
to more serious illness, especially for 
patients with high risk factors, according 
to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

 The same is true about COVID-19, 
making it the DOC’s logistics mission 
even more crucial to helping people 
recover after contracting the virus and 
lessen the strain on hospitals. 
 “My team, as usual, has stepped up 
to absorb this mission without missing a 
beat,” Reeder said.
 Andrews said this additional mission 
has underscored the DOC team’s 
flexibility and resilience during a time 
where the target keeps moving and 
minutes matter for those who fall ill with 
the virus.
 “I have the highest respect for this 
team. They all put in the hours. They’re 
very flexible. If we need to stay late or 
come in the weekends, they do it,” she 
said. “They love their mission because 
they know they’re helping people.”

(Continued)

Robby Rosa, a logistics specialist for the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s Distribution Operations Center, or DOC,  
packs COVID-19 vaccine into special freezer boxes for shipment Jan. 26 at Fort Detrick, Maryland. (U.S. Army photo by  
C.J. Lovelace/Released)

By C.J. Lovelace 

“This is a readiness mission. 
We’re taking care of all operational forces. 

It’s not just the fixed facilities.”
Liz Andrews, deputy director of Distribution Operations Center, 

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency
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 TRACY, Calif. – For a lead technician 
and forward-repair expert at one of the 
U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s 
Medical Maintenance Operations 
Divisions, time management is an 
important part of the job.
 And that’s just to handle the day-to-
day tasks and mission requirements.
 That’s why Dr. Nathanael Rodriguez-
Sanchez’s ability to balance his work 
and home life, while still finding the 
time to complete his schooling to earn 
a doctorate in Business, is quite a 
remarkable achievement.
 “For five years, I never had a 
‘relaxing’ weekend,” Rodriguez-
Sanchez said.
 An Army veteran who served eight 
years on active duty, Rodriguez-
Sanchez has worked at USAMMA’s 
MMOD in Tracy, California, for the 
past five years, starting as a contractor 
before entering federal service in 2017.
 In addition to being a team lead, he 
also serves on the division’s elite Forward 
Repair Activity-Medical, or FRAM, 
team, making his accomplishment 
more remarkable, especially to Division 
Director Isaac Newman.
 “It wasn’t a surprise that he obtained 
(his doctorate),” Newman said. “It was 
that none of us were even aware he 
was working toward one.”
 Newman said the rigors and 
demands of a team lead and FRAM 
member are intense on their own, 
underscoring Rodriguez-Sanchez’s 
dedication and drive when considering 
the extra work required to complete his 
advanced degree. 
 “How someone can obtain a PhD 
and juggle a family of five, demands of 
work and still reach his dream shows 
discipline, dedication and fibers of a 
true professional, one whom I am proud 
to have on the team,” Newman said.
 Since July 2020, Rodriguez-Sanchez 
has served as MMOD-Tracy’s X-ray 
equipment team lead, a role that functions 

similarly to a unit supervisor who ensures 
the daily tasks of their colleagues are 
completed in a timely manner.
 “We work in the modalities of 
radiography, tomography, fluoroscopy 
and ultrasound,” Rodriguez-Sanchez 
said. “I see the lead position as 
an extension of leadership of the 
organization – like a liaison between 
the chief and the technicians.”
 The added responsibility of serving 
on MMOD-Tracy’s FRAM team, a 
deployable asset that takes expert 
medical maintenance on highly 
technical types of equipment directly 
to units in the field, only adds to 
Rodriguez-Sanchez’s achievement, 
Newman said.
 “Dr. Rodriguez-Sanchez is a visual 

living proof to inspire all of us that with 
dedication, discipline and desire all things 
are possible,” he said. “It is hard enough 
to juggle life, a demanding profession, a 
family and ever-changing priorities.
 “To do all of that and still find time to 
accomplish this, it’s just amazing and 
we at Team Tracy are quite proud of this 
achievement and everything he has been 
able to accomplish,” Newman said.
 USAMMA, a direct reporting 
unit to Army Medical Logistics 
Command, operates three MMODs 
located across the United States. 
Each MMOD operates as a center of 
technical excellence in specific types of 
equipment, such as medical imaging, 
pulmonary or laboratory equipment.

Dr. Nathanael Rodriguez-Sanchez performs maintenance activities as part of his 
job as a team lead and Forward Repair Activity-Medical team member at the U.S. 
Army Medical Materiel Agency’s Medical Maintenance Operations Division in Tracy, 
California. (U.S. Army photo/Released)

Medical maintenance expert earns 
doctorate, sets positive example for others

(Continued)
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 In addition to MMOD-Tracy, other 
USAMMA MMODs are located at Hill 
Air Force Base in Utah and Tobyhanna 
Army Depot in Pennsylvania.
 Rodriguez-Sanchez said increasing 
his education has been a personal 
goal for a long time, and he hopes 
that reaching those goals can be an 
inspiration to his family and those who 
work alongside him.
 He said he chose to continue his 
education in business because business 
principles can be applied to any industry 
or line of work, along with one’s personal 
life. Teaching could be an option in the 
future, but Rodriguez-Sanchez said he’s 
not ready for a career change because 
he enjoys what he does.
 “The more I study, the more I learn. 
We never stop learning,” Rodriguez-
Sanchez said. “Education helps me 
develop organizational, communication, 
writing and presentation skills, and how to 

think critically and strategically. All those 
skills translate to the electronics field.”
 Reflecting on his current role as a 
team lead at MMOD-Tracy, he said he 
also strives to set a positive example, 
emphasize the importance of the job 
and always act professional.
 “The doctorate degree is helping me 
sharpen those skills at the highest level,” 
Rodriguez-Sanchez said. “I just want to 
be the best team leader that I can be, 
set the example for others and promote 

a culture of learning in my organization.
 “I believe in the mission of this 
organization and it is a privilege to be 
able to represent USAMMA.”

Dr. Nathanael Rodriguez-Sanchez performs maintenance activities as part of his job as a team lead and Forward Repair Activity-
Medical team member at the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s Medical Maintenance Operations Division in Tracy, California. 
(U.S. Army photo/Released)

By C.J. Lovelace 

“It wasn’t a surprise that he obtained (his 
doctorate). It was that none of us were 

even aware he was working toward one.”
Isaac Newman, director, Medical Maintenance Operations Division-Tracy, 

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency

(Continued)
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 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany – 
The U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-
Europe is making headway to transition 
from its former supply tracking system 
to the Army Global Combat Support 
System, or GCSS-Army.
 USAMMC-E property book officer 
Edward Miller has led the medical 
materiel center’s move to upload on 
hand medical materiel from the Defense 
Medical Logistics Standard Support 
System, or DMLSS, into GCSS-Army. 
 Miller provided others in his 
command with an Excel spreadsheet 
that reformatted their information, so 
they could easily transfer it into G-Army. 
 Miller explained that his process 
aligns like items under one entry. 
 “If you had 100 scanners, you used 
to have a separate entry for each 
scanner,” Miller said. “Now you have 
one entry for scanners – and then 
you reflect the serial number for each 
scanner under that entry.”
 USAMMC-E leadership recently 
recognized Miller as their “Hero of the 
Month” for his efforts to streamline 
the medical materiel center’s property 
accountability. 
 USAMMC-E is the executive 
agent responsible for directing the 

operations of a Theater Lead Agent 
for Medical Materiel for U.S. European 
Command, U.S. African Command, 
and U.S. Department of State activities. 

USAMMC-E is a direct reporting unit to 
Army Medical Logistics Command. 

USAMMC-E continues transition into GCSS-Army

By Eric Cramer

USAMMC-E property book officer Edward Miller has led the medical materiel center’s 
move to transition on-hand medical materiel from the Defense Medical Logistics 
Standard Support System, or DMLSS, into the Army Global Combat Support System, 
or GCSS-Army. (U.S. Army photo/Released)

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s 
Commander Col. Ryan Bailey, 

Jorge Magana-Cortez and Kim Dankulich 
pose with U.S. Army Medical Materiel 
Center-Europe Commander Col. Shane 
Roach during a recent visit to USAMMC-E in

 Kaiserslautern Army Depot, Germany. 

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT
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AMLC recognizes Soldiers and Civilians 

Left: Rajal Ganatra receives the Armed Forces Civilian Service Medal from Col. Tony Nesbitt, 
commander, Army Medical Logistics Command, Feb. 28, for exceptional performance as 
a member of the Joint Acquisitions Task Force, enabling the command to procure high-
demand personal protective equipment and ventilators in support of the Department of 

Health And Human Services during the initial stages of the COVID-19 pandemic. Right: Maj. 
Frank Liles receives the Army Achievement Medal from AMLC Commander Col. Tony Nesbitt 

Feb. 28, for his support to AMLC operations during Operation Allies Welcome. 

Left: Capt. Joshua Okoemu receives the Army Achievement Medal from Col. Tony Nesbitt, 
commander, Army Medical Logistics Command, Feb. 28, for his support to AMLC operations 

during OAW. Right: Capt. Matthew Lile receives the Army Achievement Medal from AMLC 
Commander Col. Tony Nesbitt Feb. 28, for his support to AMLC 

operations during OAW. 
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AMLC recognizes Soldiers and Civilians 

Left: Vanessa Kennedy receives a certificate from Col. Tony Nesbitt, commander, Army Medical 
Logistics Command, Feb. 28, recognizing her 25 years of combined military and federal service 

to the Army. Right: Matthew Tyler receives a certificate from AMLC Commander Col. Tony 
Nesbitt Feb. 28, recognizing his five years of service as an Army Civilian. 

(U.S. Army photos by Ellen Crown/Released)

Left: Sgt. 1st Class Brian Ockimey receives the Army Achievement Medal from Col. Tony 
Nesbitt, commander, Army Medical Logistics Command, Feb. 28, for his support to AMLC 
operations during OAW.  Right: Staff Sgt. Aradelis Gray receives the Army Achievement 

Medal from AMLC Commander Col. Tony Nesbitt Feb. 28, for her support to AMLC 
operations during OAW.
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Brig. Gen. McQueen visits AMLC

Army Medical Logistics Command leaders hosted U.S. Army Medical Research and 
Development Command and U.S. Army Fort Detrick Garrison Commanding General Brig. 

Gen. Anthony McQueen and Command Sgt. Maj. Victor Laragione Feb. 8 to engage in 
conversations around AMLC current structure and operations, as well the command’s new 

role as the Life Cycle Management Command for medical materiel. 
(U.S. Army photos by Ellen Crown/Released) 

Congratulations to 
Army Medical Logistics Command 
Sgt. Maj. Monnet Bushner on her graduation 

from The Inspector General School AVL 
Course 22-002.  

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Korea 
leadership on behalf of U.S. Army Medical 

Materiel Agency leadership present the Order of 
Military Medical Merit to Matthew Shaw, forward 

site manager of APS-4, Feb. 11.

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT
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BRET MOWER
Facilities director, AMLC 

What do you do?
As AMLC’s facility director, I manage sustainment, space utilization, planning, modernization, repair and 
construction projects, transformation, and initial outfitting and transition of all AMLC facility assets. The 
AMLC facility portfolio consists of 52 buildings, measuring in total about 2 million square feet throughout 
the world.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
Tough question. I love my job. It is truly enjoyable contributing to the diverse variety of all facility subjects 
essential to the AMLC medical material mission.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My father, Mike Mower – civil engineer, was my role model. He repeatedly indicated throughout his life 
that he was proud of me. I am certain if he was still here today he would enjoy hearing about my work 
and all the cool and important facility projects that AMLC is involved in.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Every day is an opportunity to accomplish more.” I am a very task oriented and have a difficult time 
sitting still. I run and workout a lot and like to knock out at least one thing on my never ending to-do list 
each day.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!

How long have you been working for Army Medical Logistics Command? 
I’ve worked at AMLC since May 2019, almost three years.

mailto:usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca%40army.mil?subject=MEDLOG%20Monthly%20Inquiry%21
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JENNY GRASSER
Safety and occupational health specialist, USAMMC-E

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I enjoy interacting with the personnel daily regarding their safety issues. I think every single person at 
USAMMC-E is a safety representative and know the safety issues in their area. Together, we can all 
make a difference in the safety of the employees and the safety culture. 

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My uncle Darrell was my role model when I was young. He would say he is proud of all that I have 
accomplished in my life.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Bad leaders care about who is right. Good leaders care about what is right.”

This is my favorite quote because it always reminds me to be a caretaker of the employees 
and their safety.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Europe?
I have been working for USAMMC-E for 10 months.

What do you do?
As the safety and occupational health specialist for USAMMC-E, I work to ensure that the work place is 
safe for the workforce.

mailto:usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca%40army.mil?subject=MEDLOG%20Monthly%20Inquiry%21
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DESAREE SEROKA
Production controller, USAMMA (MMOD-Tobyhanna) 

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency? 
I was enlisted in the Pennsylvania Army National Guard as a full-time training non-commissioned officer 
for 10 years before I became a member of the USAMMA team. I have been working for USAMMA for 
seven years now.

What do you do?
My main focuses as the production controller are credit card transactions, contacting vendors for 
pricing, verifying repair costs, sending equipment to vendors and completing all of the necessary 
paperwork. I update all of our training records and help with any training issues that arise. I have also 
taken over our repair cycle float program, and created scheduled services for the 120 pieces of medical 
equipment in our RCF stock.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I love being able to continue my service to the country as a civilian employee and be part of a team that 
is dedicated and genuinely cares about the warfighter mission.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
One of my favorite quotes is, “It is during our darkest moments that we must focus to see the light”
 – Aristotle. 

Everyone goes through hard times, and sometimes it’s easy to let yourself get lost in the dark. It really shows what 
kind of person you are if you are able to be resilient and focus on the good, instead of the bad. Life will always 
contain a little darkness, but only you can decide to recognize and appreciate the light.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!
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SO, CHIN-HUN
Mail clerk, USAMMC-K

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Korea?
I have been working at USAMMC-K since October 2018.

What do you do?
As a mail clerk in USAMMC-K, I provide postal service support for Soldiers and U.S. civilians alike, 
helping them to set up a mailbox, as well as pick up and forward their mail.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
The best thing about my job is that I can feel like I’m becoming a Soldier’s friend. Whenever Soldiers pick 
up their mail, I can hear their stories about who sent this and why they get it. So, whenever they come to 
my office, they always make me happy.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
 My role model is someone who makes people happy. I always try to do something positive for others. I 
believe in the power of a positive mind and how it can make influence success.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
My favorite saying is to live life with no regrets. Sometimes, I wonder what my life would be like now if I had 
done things differently. It makes me want to try new things and helps me step outside my comfort zone.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!
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LINDA M. JONES
Biomedical equipment specialist,

Womack Army Medical Center (Fort Bragg, N.C.)

How long have you been working for Womack Army Medical Center?
Twelve years.

What do you do?
I am responsible for the quality management program of biomedical/medical devices. This involves the 
quality assurance in the acquisition, incoming inspection, acceptance, maintenance and eventual 
retirement and disposal of biomedical/medical equipment. I monitor biomedical/medical equipment 
safety alerts for medical equipment and investigate recalls, alerts and warnings to ensure equipment, 
as well as review maintenance records for accuracy and proper scheduling of periodic maintenance, 
waiver submissions, replacement dates and more. I also serve on various patient safety, risk 
management and quality assurance committees.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I have great satisfaction in mentoring healthcare technology management technicians on all 
aspects of maintaining biomedical devices, such as proper testing, troubleshooting, work order 
annotation, etc. 

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My role models are retired Master Sgts. James Kerner and Heath Brunson. I believe they would be proud 
of how much I have grown and aspired to achieve as an HTM technician. 

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Always remember you are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.” 
– Christopher Robin 

Everybody needs to hear this and know that it is true.
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